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Throughout your journey, caring teachers and supportive staff
and administrators will work with you to help you explore your
potential and achieve your goals and desires. It will be a time
for you to discover your God given gifts and to be challenged
to develop those gifts in ways that serve God and those around
you.
High School is a time to grow and develop physically and
intellectually, but at Woodland Christian High School we are
committed to helping you grow emotionally, socially, and
spiritually as well.
This guide will help you as you transition from Grade 8 – 9. It
contains information about course codes, pathways, tips and
timetables.
This guide will also be a help to your parents/guardians – our
partners in your learning process. Parental involvement
improves student achievement and we thank
parents/guardians for supporting you as you make the
transition into secondary school.
At Woodland Christian High School, we are committed to
giving students opportunities to achieve success in learning
and life. Our goal is to equip our students for lives of Christian
faith and service.
Your future begins here. Enjoy the journey!
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SECONDARY SCHOOL

TERMS & DEFINTIONS

Co-curricular Activities
Activities and programs that enhance
learning outside of the traditional classroom
setting. These may include sports,
leadership opportunities, and field trips.
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Community Service Hours

Compulsory Course

Students must complete 40 community
service hours, at any time in secondary
school, as part of the Ontario Secondary
School Diploma (OSSD) requirements. We
recommend that at least ½ of these hours
be outside the local church or Christian
context.

This is a specific course that students must
take to fulfill part of the Ontario Secondary
School Diploma (OSSD) requirements.
There are 18 compulsory courses.

Course Code

Credit

This six-character code describes the
subject, grade level and stream or
destination of a secondary school course.

A credit value of 1.0 is granted upon
successfully completing a 110-hour course
with a minimum of 50%. Woodland provides
several specialized ½ credit courses
throughout Grades 9 & 10.

Culminating Activity

Literacy Test

Students may be asked to complete a
course culminating activity, which is a major
project for each course. There are a variety
of assessment practices that teachers may
use to address the individual learning styles
of all students. Culminating activities are
designed to be authentic productions and
presentations of learning.

The literacy test is written in Grade 10.
Students must pass the literacy
requirement to earn the OSSD. The
purpose of this test is to ensure that
students have acquired the essential
reading and writing skills that apply to all
subject areas in and up to the end of Grade
9.

Exams

Optional Courses

Students may write exams which test their
knowledge on the entire course work at or
near the end of a semester or term. One
week at the end of each semester is
normally set aside for exams.

Students will select a minimum of 12
courses that are of specific interest to them
and count toward the 30-credit OSSD
requirement. Students should consult with
Guidance in choosing courses that may be
prerequisites for certain college/university
programs.

Ontario Secondary School
Diploma

Prerequisite Course

The Ontario Secondary School Diploma is
granted after fulfilling all necessary credit,
literacy and community service
requirements. In addition to the OSSD,
many students will earn the Woodland
Diploma ensuring that students have taken
courses from a variety of discipline areas
resulting in a well-rounded holistic Christian
education.

This is a specific course students must
successfully complete before taking another
course at the next grade level.

Academic Support

Semester

Guidance

This program serves the needs of students
of all levels of ability who face challenges in
their academic work. The goal of the
program is to help students develop skills
and strategies, to assist them in reaching
their academic goals and to foster positive
lifelong habits and skills.

The school year is divided into two
semesters. Each semester has two 9 week
terms. At Woodland, Students will take
three courses in each semester AND three
courses that run the entire school year. This
system is what we call semi-semestered.

Designated school staff exist to provide
support to students transitioning from
elementary school, in course selection
throughout high school, and in choosing a
post-secondary pathway. Guidance is also
committed to supporting student emotional,
mental, and spiritual health.

Student Success
Secondary schools have staff and
resources in place to support and improve
student learning.

COURSE CODES:
Woodland’s academic program is inspected by the Ontario Ministry of Education and is based on the Ministry’s
Ontario Secondary Schools Document: Ontario Schools, 2011.
Every course in high school requires a unique COURSE CODE. All courses are identified by the first five
characters as mandated by the Ministry of Education. The last character indicates the credit value of the course
(i.e. 1=1 Credit, 5 = ½ Credit)

ENG 1D1
These three letters
Identify the subject.
SUBJECT CODES:
The first letter in the Course
Code denotes the subject area:

This number identifies
the level of instruction:

A - The Arts
B - Business Studies
C - Canadian and World Studies
E - English
F - French
G - Guidance and Career Education
H - Humanities and Social Sciences
M - Mathematics
P - Health and Physical Education
S - Science
T - Technological Education

1=
2=
3=
4=

Grade 9
Grade 10
Grade 11
Grade 12

This letter identifies the
stream/destination.

GRADE 9-10
D=Academic
P=Applied
L=Locally Developed
O=Open

GRADE 11-12
U=University
C=College
M=University/College
E=Workplace O=Open

TIMETABLES:
PERIOD:
Approximately 70
minutes with 3
minutes travel
time.

Course Code and
Section
Course and Specific Class

Room Number
Time Period
Teacher
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What do I Need to Graduate?
Ontario Secondary School Diploma
The OSSD is the diploma that students work toward achieving 18 Compulsory Credits:
in high school. Every Woodland Christian High School student
must successfully complete the following requirements:
➢ 30 credits – 18 compulsory and 12 optional
➢ Ontario Secondary School Literacy Requirement
➢ 40 Community Service Hours

What you should know…
How do I earn a credit?
You must earn a final grade of 50% or more in a course to earn a
credit.
How many credits can I earn each year?
The table below outlines a typical Woodland student’s credits and
credit total year by year.
Yearly
Credits
Totals

G9
9
9

G10
9
18

G11
8-9
26-27

G12
8-9
34-36

What happens if I fail the literacy test?
You will be given opportunities to repeat the test or take the Ontario
Secondary School Literacy Course in its place.
When can I start to earn my 40 hours of community service?
➢ After graduating from Grade 8.
➢ Community service hours must not be scheduled during
class time.
➢ We recommend that at least ½ of these hours be
completed outside the local church or Christian context.
What happens if I fail a course?
You need to meet with your guidance counsellor or student success
teacher to explain the following options that might be available to
you:
➢ Repeating the course next semester or next year.
➢ Completing the course at Summer School.
➢ Recovering the credit in Credit Recovery.
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English (1 per grade)
Math (at least 1 in Grades 11 and 12)
Science
French (Grade 9)
Canadian Geography (Grade 9)
Canadian History (Grade 10)
The Arts
Health and Physical Education
Civics (Grade 9)
Careers (Grade 10)
Group 1 – Choose one from…
A Third Language
Humanities and Social Sciences
Canadian and World Studies
Guidance and Career Education
Co-operative Education*

Group 2 – Choose one from…

Credits
Required
4
3
2
1
1
1
1
1
0.5
0.5
1

1

Additional health and Physical Education
Additional Arts
Business
Co-operative Education*

Group 3 – Choose one from…
Additional Science (Grades 11 or 12)
Technology (Grades 9-12)
Co-operative Education*

1

* Note: A maximum of two Co-operative Educaiton credits can be used to
fulfill compulsory requirements under Group 1, 2 or 3.

Optional Credits
Literacy Requirements
OSSLT Taken in Grade 10

Community Service Hours
Requirement
40 Hours completed over 4 years
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Which One do I Choose?
Academic or Applied?
You will be asked to select a course type for Grade 9
compulsory courses (English, French, geography, math,
and science). Read the information below to get a better
idea of what course type is best for you. If you are
uncertain, get help from your teacher, parent/guardian or
the guidance department. They will be able to advise you.

Course Types
•

Applied “P” – Students will learn the essential concepts of a
subject. Emphasis will be on the practical and hands-on applications
of the concepts. Students might learn by doing, enjoy discussion,
share ideas and apply them to their own lives. These courses tend to
appeal to students who are considering community college or a
workplace as their destination after high school.

•

Open “O” – These courses are intended as general enrichment
and are designed to prepare students for further study in certain
areas. Students will learn concepts and skills designed to prepare
students for further study in the subject area. Expectations are
designed for and appropriate for all students. Generally, the optional
courses are offered in the open stream. Some examples of Open
courses are Biblical Studies, Civics, Physical Education, Tech and
Computer Studies.

In grades 11 and 12 the distinctions are as follows:
•

University Preparation “U” – These courses are similar to
the academic courses in grades nine and ten, and are intended for
students who are considering university or college as their
destination after high school.

•

We recommend, unless you have reason
otherwise, to begin your courses designated as
academic. If the academic course proves to be too
challenging, it is possible to switch to the applied
course in consultation with your teacher and
guidance.

Academic “D” – Students will learn the essential concepts of a
subject and explore related materials. Emphasis will be on theory
and abstract thinking as a basis for future learning. Students might
work independently, explore the “whys”, think creatively to solve
problems, and develop ideas from research. These courses tend to
appeal to students who are considering university or college as their
destination after high school.

•

CAN I SWITCH COURSE STREAMS IF I NEED TO?

University/College Preparation “M” – These courses

IS THERE SOMEWHERE OR SOMEONE I CAN GO TO
FOR HELP IF I HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT COURSE
SELECTION?
Your classroom teacher can assist you with
selecting courses. You can also attend the
Parent/Student Information Evenings for assistance
or call Woodland Christian High School for more
information. Don’t forget that your parents/guardians
are also helpful in providing advice and assisting
you with your high school planning.
When you begin at Woodland Christian High School
you will also be introduced to MyBlueprint to help
with future course selection and schooling choices.

DO ALL THE COURSES I SELECT HAVE TO BE THE
SAME – ACADEMIC OR APPLIED?
You are encouraged to take the one that best
suits your needs and/or abilities. You can select a
variety of courses based on availability.

can be used for university admission but are often taken by students
intending to go to community college.
•

College Preparation “C” – These courses are intended to
prepare students for community college programs.
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Six important learning skills
necessary for student success
Striving to be successful in each learning skill
will ensure overall academic success.
RESPONSIBILITY
Fulfills responsibilities and commitments within the learning environment
Completes and submits class work, homework and assignments according to agreed-upon timelines
Takes responsibility for and manages own behaviour

ORGANIZATION
Devises and follows a plan and process for completing work and tasks
Establishes priorities and manages time to complete tasks and achieve goals
Identifies, gathers, evaluates and uses information, technology and resources to complete tasks

INITIATIVE
Looks for and acts on new ideas and opportunities for learning
Demonstrates the capacity for innovation and a willingness to take risks
Demonstrates curiosity and interest in learning
Approaches new tasks with a positive attitude
Recognizes and advocates appropriately for the rights of self and others

INDEPENDENT WORK
Monitors, assesses and revises plans independently to complete tasks and meet goals
Uses class time appropriately to complete tasks
Follows instructions with minimal supervision

COLLABORATION
Accepts various roles and an equitable share of work in a group
Responds positively to the ideas, opinions, values and traditions of others
Builds healthy peer-to-peer relationships through personal and media-assisted interactions
Works with others to resolve conflicts and build consensus to achieve group goals
Shares information, resources and expertise and promotes critical thinking to solve problems and make decisions

SELF-REGULATION
Sets own individual goals and monitors progress towards achieving them
Seeks clarification or assistance when needed
Assesses and reflects critically on own strengths, needs and interests
Identifies learning opportunities, choices and strategies to meet personal needs and achieve goals
Perseveres and makes an effort when responding to challenges
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Ensuring Your Success
BE ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT YOUR MOVE TO HIGH SCHOOL!
To make a successful transition to high school:
✓ GET INVOLVED! Be sure to join clubs and try out for teams. You build new friendships and gain new insight into
your own strengths and weaknesses.
✓ Get to know your teachers and build positive relationships with them. Find out when they offer extra help, or
ask them for help if you need it.
✓ Choose a class buddy! Exchanging phone numbers or emails with another student in your classes is a smart idea.
He/She can pick up notes or homework for you if you are absent.
✓ Participate in school related events. After school events and activities help build school spirit and community. It
isn’t enough just to attend an event - be an active participant!

SKILLS FOR SUCCESS
Below are three important skills necessary for student success. For each skill strategies for improvement are recommended:
ATTENDANCE:

✓
✓
✓
✓

Students attend school each day.
Students arrive to class on time.
If you are absent, ensure work is brought home, caught up, completed, and submitted.
Plan to ensure regular attendance, schedule appointments outside school hours.

HOMEWORK & SUBMISSION OF ASSIGNMENTS:

✓
✓
✓
✓

Complete and submit all assignments for evaluation.
Check teacher websites at classes.woodland.on.ca to find current class work.
Students might spend 1 to 2 hours on homework daily. Plan ahead. Don’t do assignments the
night before they are due.
If participating in co-curricular activities and teams, use wait time to complete your homework.

TIME MANAGEMENT & ORGANIZATION:

✓
✓
✓
✓

Take accurate notes and keep binders well organized.
Use an agenda to plan for assignments, projects, and tests.
Manage your study time so that you are ready in advance for tests and exams.
Monitor and eliminate distractions while working.
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How Parents Can Help
Students
Parents can help students to be
successful in secondary school by
doing the following:
▪

Be aware of your child’s strengths and weaknesses.
This will allow you to help your child choose the
appropriate courses and co-curricular activities.

▪

Closely monitor your child’s attendance. Notify the
school when your child is absent from school. Take
note of any patterns that may be tied to physical,
emotional, or mental distress and keep the guidance
counsellor informed.

▪

Communicate with your child’s teachers on a regular
basis. Be aware that your child will typically have four
– six teachers per semester. Keep informed by using
classes.woodland.on.ca web portal.

▪

Stay abreast of school events and participate in
community building activities. Connect with other
parents for carpooling and encouragement.

▪

Closely monitor your child’s progress. Know the
report card cycle:
-

▪

Midterm reports are distributed in November
and April. Note that for some ½ credit
courses the marks may be final.
Final reports are distributed in February and
June.
Parent/Teacher Interviews are typically held
in November and April.

Know who to turn to for answers. Support for
students at Woodland includes:
-
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Classroom Teachers
Guidance Counsellors
Academic Support Department &
Educational Assistants.
Vice-Principals and Principal

What difference does attending a Christian high school make?

What makes Woodland Unique?
We encourage you to consider Woodland as your choice for
secondary school.
Students here students receive an excellent education which
prepares them well for university, college and a wide variety
of workplaces.
In addition to the excellent academic experience students
have at Woodland, they also have opportunities to be
involved in a wide range of co-curricular activities including
the creative arts & drama, intramural and varsity sports,
student government, leadership, and a wide variety of clubs
and activities.

BIG IDEAS TO CONSIDER:
1. If Jesus Christ is Lord, then He is Lord of
all. We cannot divide things into secular
and sacred. If He has the preeminence in
all Creation, then He should have the
preeminence in your choice of Education.
2. All truth is God's truth, and God's Word
sheds light on our path. Education
rooted in God’s Word focuses on both
possibilities and certainties.

In each of these areas students are supported by staff and
peers, all committed to the goal of ensuring that the high
school experience is enjoyable and productive.

3. Deuteronomy 6 tells parents that, in
all they do, they should provide a Godly
education 24/7.

Our entire school program is rooted in the belief that we are a
Christian community of learning dedicated to serving God
in all that we do, as we ENFOLD, ENGAGE and EQUIP students
for lives of Christian faith and service.

4. Three key institutions that shape a
child are the home, the church and the
school. Children are served best when all
three institutions point them in the same
direction.

Students will be encouraged to discover their God given gifts
and challenged to develop those gifts in a way that serves
God.

5. Only education that has the liberty to
address the whole child -- social,
intellectual, emotional, physical AND
spiritual -- reaches the possibility of
excellence.

As high school students grow and develop physically, we are
committed to helping them grow intellectually, emotionally
and spiritually.
Our curricular program includes daily devotions and prayer,
bi-weekly chapels and assemblies, and all of our courses are
built on the foundation of a Christian world-view.

7. The best preparation for effective
service is to be well grounded in one's
mind before and while directly engaging
culture.

We are committed to building a positive Christian school
culture with Christ Jesus our Lord as the foundation.
Woodland is a welcoming and safe place where all students
can grow intellectually, physically, emotionally, and spiritually
and where we work together to serve God.

We invite you to join us!
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Programs & Resources
Woodland is committed to providing learning support
for all students. Our Student Success Team, which
includes representatives from administration,
guidance, teaching staff, support program facilitator,
and educational assistants, work collaboratively to
ensure that students have access to the learning
support that they need.
All Woodland students have access to our schoolwide peer helping program and after school
homework club. Teachers also regularly make
themselves available at lunch hour to meet with
students and provide extra help when required. In
addition to these regular support options, the school
also has an extensive academic support program for
students with IEPs (individual educational plan based
on a formal academic assessment), and an ESL
program to support students for whom English is a
second, or third language.

Academic Support
This program serves the needs of students of all levels
of ability who face challenges in their academic work,
assisting them to identify their gifts, learning styles and
unique learning needs. The goal of the program is to
help students develop skills and strategies, not only to
assist them in reaching their academic goals to the best
of their abilities, but also to foster positive lifelong habits
and skills. For a listing of specific courses, see the ASP
section under course descriptions.
Our well-equipped learning lab and learning
commons provide an open and inviting atmosphere,
and is a welcoming space for ASP students during
class time, and for all students during the lunch hour.
Alternate credits may be available for certain students
based on IEP information and need. Coordination of
learning accommodations for students are facilitated
through this program. For further information, please
contact our Academic Support department (ext. 123).
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Athletics
Woodland belongs to District 8 of CWOSSA and to the
Ontario Christian Secondary Schools Athletic
Association. In these organizations our teams compete
against other schools in Soccer, Basketball,
Volleyball, Cross-country, Track and Field,
Badminton, Ultimate Frisbee.
Practices and games are usually held outside of school
hours and as a result, students and parents will be
responsible for transportation. Coaches will provide a
schedule of practices and games at the beginning of
each season to assist in the planning of transportation.

Guidance
The Guidance department exists to provide support to
students in a variety of ways. Grade 9 guidance focuses
on the transition from elementary school, and integration
or “Enfolding” into high school life. Grades 10 and 11
guidance focuses on “Engaging” students in the course
selection process as they begin to explore career
options beyond high school. Grade 12 guidance
focuses on “Equipping” students to make smooth
transitions into post-secondary options of work,
apprenticeship or further education at community
college or university. At all grade levels, the guidance
department is committed to supporting student
emotional and spiritual growth.

Clubs and Activities
Students are encouraged to get involved in the life of
our school. We provide a wide variety of exciting
options in our co-curricular program. These include
robotics, ModelUN, DECA, Chess and Games Clubs,
Praise Team, Tech Crew, Photography, Book Club,
Garden Club, as well as many others.

Woodland Student Profile
Christian Community of Learning:
We strive to create a positive school culture where parents, teachers, students, alumni
and board members work toward a common mission and vision. Christian community
refers to the way that people relate to one another. Scriptures regard a community
relationship of love, commitment, and interdependence upon one another as normative,
not optional. Therefore, at Woodland we strive to honour relationships first. Woodland
also honours learning: the lifelong process of transforming information and experience
into knowledge, skills, behaviours, and attitudes that lead to wisdom.
The way to measure and ensure accountability to the vision and mission is by the
presence of the following stages of student development at Woodland.
Enfolding Students:
➢ Viewing students as image bearers of God.
➢ Knowing, understanding, and honouring students.
➢ We honour students by knowing them: their unique personalities,
gifts & abilities, and inviting them to participate in class and
community activities.
➢ Establishing a community undergirded by grace, forgiveness, and
giving multiple chances.
Engaging Learners:
➢ Students that are interested in our world, curious, able to think critically, and willing to take
the risk to play with ideas and concepts.
➢ Teaching that is focused on student learning, best practices, varied instructional processes,
and measured results.
Equipping Leaders:
The following habits of mind, heart, and hand will be the marks of Woodland graduates:
➢ CHARACTER – integrity, wisdom, respect.
➢ CREATIVITY – risk taking, joy in exploring, creativity, curiosity, craftsmanship.
➢ COMPASSION – forgiveness, empathy, reflective, humble, serving others, seeing other
perspectives.
➢ COMPETENCE – communication, understanding, critical thinking, collaboration, problem
solving, and demonstrated learning.
➢ CHRISTIAN WORLDVIEW – biblical knowledge & understanding, discernment, stewardship,
and the articulation/expression of a Christian faith.
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School Expectations
Specific guidelines are provided to students and
parents in the Parent/Student Handbook available
upon confirmation of acceptance or through our
school website.
Behaviour
Woodland Christian High School is a community of
learning. In this community all students and
teachers are committed to dealing with each other
in ways that are respectful and fair. These
expectations are based on Christ's command that
we are to love each other in everything that we are,
we say and we do.
✓ Teachers and students accept responsibility
for the establishment of a positive learning
environment in the classroom.
✓ Students and teachers will be helpful and
courteous to each other.
✓ Students will come to class prepared to work
efficiently without disturbing others.
✓ A student who, during the course of the day,
finds it necessary to miss a class will first
obtain permission from the classroom teacher
or the principal.
✓ Students are responsible for all work missed
due to absences. Teachers will provide help
wherever necessary.
✓ Students will respect the rights and property
of others and the property of the school.
✓ Students will arrive for class on time and will
remain in class for the entire period.
Dress Code
There is no formal dress code in force at
Woodland, but the guiding principles will
be common sense and a reasonable
expectation of what may be considered
appropriate for Christian young people.
Modesty within the parameters of the
styles of the day is expected.
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Next Steps:
New to Woodland Families…
❑ Yes, we are sure we want to attend
Woodland Christian High School…
❑
❑
❑
❑

❑

Fill out the Student Application Form.
Fill out the Grade 9 Course Selection
Sheet.
Return these forms to Woodland with a
$500 deposit.
If you require additional financial
assistance please contact the
Business Administrator’s office.
If you have an IEP or require ESL please
call the school to set an
appointment with the Academic
Support Department, Guidance, or
ELL Coordinator.

❑ I am not quite sure I want to attend
Woodland Christian High School, yet…
❑

❑
❑

❑

Plan to attend the Parent Information
Night or an upcoming Open
House/School Event.
Call or email Admissions to discuss any
questions or reservations.
Book a personalized tour of the school
through the office or Admissions
Dept.
Setup a Student Shadow Day and
spend a day with one of our Student
Ambassadors.

Returning Woodland Families…
❑ Yes, we are sure we want to attend
Woodland Christian High School…
❑
❑
❑

Fill out the Student Application Form.
Fill out the Grade 9 Course Selection
Sheet.
Return these forms to Woodland.

13

14

